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DECLARATION 


BY  vertue  of  two  Commiflions  dated  at  Hague »,  ^.fptne 
1649.  dire&ed  to  us  from  our  dread  Sovcraigne  Lord, 
C  HA  &L£St  of  that  name  the  S  e  c  0  n  d  ,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  KIjB^G  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and 
Ireland,  Defendor  of  the  Faith :  Whereby  we  were  injoyned  to 
make  our  fpeedy  repairc  to  the  J  fie  of  CWan>  and  there  to  give 
our  beft  affiftance  both  in  Counfel  and  Perfonall  Service,  to  the 
Right  Honourable,  James,  Earle  of  Darby,  the  true  and  noble 
Lord  thereof,  in  keeping  of  that  Ifland  for  His  M a je  sties 
fervice,  wherein  was  fweetly  and  confequently  involved,  the  de- 
fence of  the  true  Proteftant  Religion,  in  fubftance  and  forme  as 
it  was  profeffed  in  the  daies  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James% 
and  King  Charles  the  Firft,  Princes  of  blcfled  and  glorious  me- 
mory ;  the  cftablifhing  His  Majefty  in  His  Thrones,in veiled  with 
Hisjuft  Power  and  Greatnefle,  from  which  He  is  moft  injuriouf- 
ly  and  trayteroufly  kept ;  the  reftoring  Parliaments  to  their  an- 
tient  Priviledges,  which  are  moft  violently  broken  ;  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  fundamentall  Lawes  moft  ftrangely  violated,  and 
redeeming  the  people,  now  moft  barbaroufly  vaffalaged,  to  their 
antient  Freedome ;  and  laftly,  the  bringing  to  juftice  the  Murde- 
rers of  the  King  His  Father,  which  horrid  and  falvageacl,  wek 
proteft  before  God  and  the  whole  world,  we  abhorre  from  our 
foules,  and  tremble  to  heare  of :  In  obedience  to  which  high 
Command,  and  at  the  ferious  perfwafions  of  our  judgments  and 
confeiences,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  wc  made  our  repaire  to 
the  JJle  ofUHan.  Where  we  found  the  Right  Honourable,  the 
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Earie  of  Darly  (who  gave  us  very  refpefttve  and  cheer  full  c  n- 
tertainment )  and  whofe  fidelity,  and  loyalty,  we  muft  ever  ac- 
knowledge and  admire  ;  contefting  and  ftrugling  with  the  tedu 
ous  temptations  &  importunate  felicitations  of  one  Henry  Ire- 
ton,  who  pretends  himfelfe  to  be  Commiflfary  Generall  to  that 
Army  under  the  Command  of  Thomas,  Lord  Fairfax,  to  whom, 
in  the  name  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  as  he  is  plcafed  to  call 
that  Jtintio  at  mftminfter,  he  required  this  Ifland  to  be  delive- 
red ;  and  for  his  Lordlhips^encouragement  therein,  he  was  pro- 
mifedan  Aft.  of  Indempnity  for  what  he  had  formerly  acled, 
in  relation  to  His  late  Ma  jellies  fervice,  and  to  be  repoffeflcd  of 
his  whole  Eftate  without  Compofition :  In  affurance  of  his 
Lordfliips  fcorne  and  odiums  whereof,  his  Lordfhip  was.pleafed 
to  (hew  us  the  Co  pie  of  a  Letter,  which  two  daies  before  our 
arrivall,he  had  return'd  by  Iretons  MefTenger  for  tfieir  finall  An- 
fiver :  which  Letter,  ( the  teftimony  of  his  honour  and  loyalty  ) 
we  read  over  with  very  much  alacrity :  and  advifed  his  Lordftiip 
to  print  it  together  with  a  Declaration,  for  fatisfaction  of  His 
Majefty  and  His  three  Kingdomes ;  and  to  cleare  his  honour  of 
that  blemifh,  with  which  fome  makcontcnted  perfons  might 
poflibly  endeavour  to  Itaine  it. 

Inpurfuitofwhichcounfell,  his  Lord  (hip  was  pleafed  forth- 
with to  draw  up  a  Declaration,  which,  together  with  the  fore- 
mentioned  Letter,  was  fpeedily  difpatched  to  London  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Preflp,  where,  as  appeares  by  fome  of  them,  that 
have  fince  come  to  our  hands>  it  was  printed  without  the  leaft 
adulteration  5  and,  whereas  to  our  griefe  we  have  fince  heard, 
that  there  are  fome  that  have  not  been  wanting,  with  very  much 
confidence  to  report^that  it  wasa  meer  fi£lion,contriv'd  by  forae 
Mercnryi  to  delude  the  people,and.was  no  whit  the  fence  of  the 
Earl  of  Darby :  To  which  we  here  declare,that  we  verily  believe, 
that  report  to  be  framed  in  the  JmUo,  or  by  fome  of  their  Ad- 
herents,, to  deceive  the  people,  (whom  his  Lordfhip  was  preten- 
ded ro  delude)  that  fo  they  might  encourage  their  Abettors,  and 
difcourage  His  Majefties  loyall  Subjects  from  repairing  hither  to 
our  afliftance :  And  though  it  is  very  probable, fhat  our  Ene- 
mies will  by  the  fame  device  endeavour  to  darken  the  credit  of 
fthis-our  prefent  Declaration,  yet  (hey  (hall  affurcdJy  find  the 
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contents  of  both  fulfilled  in  our  faithful!  keeping  this  If  land  for 
His Majefties beft  advantage,  and  their  worit offence;  and  we 
hope,  that  though  our  Enemies  doe  find  encouragement  in  their 
misbeliefe  hereof,yet  our  loyal-hearted  Friends  will  be  no  waies 
over-  fwayed  by  doubt  or  the  credit  of  the  ir  report,  but  will  with 
fpeed  &  cbearfulnefs  repaire  hither  to  an  unanimous  conjunction 
with  us,  where  they  fhal  find  fuch  incouragement  as  his  Lpcdfliip 
promifed,  and  with  magnanimity  and  honour  we  will  refoluteiy 
unite  our  daring  Spirits  to  the  finall  overthrow  of  the  Rebels  in. 
tereft,  and  their  tyrannicall  power  both  by  Sea  and  Land. 

And  now  we  cannot  but  expreffe,  with  how  deep  a  fence  of 
our  Native  Countries  miferies  our  foules  are  affected,  nor  can 
we  but  lament  the  condition  of  pofterity,  whofe  Fathers  have 
fhamefully  forfeited  the  antient  and  glorious  Liberty  which  was 
purchafed  by  their  Fore-fathers ;  and  left  them  bound  in  the 
fetters  of  a  mod  mtferable  bondage :  nor  can  we  believe  but 
that  many  of  thofe  men,  who  were,  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  un- 
happy Divifions  between  King  and  Parliament,  carried  away 
from  their  Loyalty  by  an  overmuch  credulity  to  their  faire  and 
plaufible  pretences,  have  been  long  fince  fenfible  that  it  was  their 
owne  ambitious  ends  they  then  profecuted,  and  not  the  welfare 
of  the  now  miferable  Kingdome ;  nor  can  we  but  admire,  nor 
could  wc  have  believed,  (  had  we  not  been  the  fad  Witneffes 
thereof)  that  any  men  could  be  fo  ftrangely  impudent,  as  to  act 
fo  flat  contrary  to  all  their  Oathes,  Covenants,  Vo  wes,  Protec- 
tions and  Declarations,  to  continue  the  Government  of  the 
Kingdome,  and  the  juft  Power  and  Prerogative  of  the  King 
and  His  Pofterity,  in  the  perfect  fulnefle  of  their  due  glory  and 
fplendour ;  and  yet  notwithstanding  all  this, overthrow  the  very 
foundation  of  Government,  decapitate  the  K  i  n  g,  and  cafhiere 
His  Pofterity ;  and  with  falvage  barbarity  declare  and  proclaime 
[that  it  (hall  be  lawfuull  for  any  Man  to  furprize  and  kill  our 
prefent  dreacbSoveraigne  the  King,  and  His  Princely  Brothet 
the  Duk  E  ofYorke,  as  Traytours  and  Spies,  wherever  they  lliall 
meet  them  within  the  limits  of  thefe  KingdomesJ  fuch  a  piece  of 
Treafon,  as  we  are  confident,  theraoft  horrid,  monftrous,  and 
execrable  Traytours  that  ever  trod  upon  the  face  of  the  Earth 
would  have  bluflbcd  to  have  owned ;  nor  is  this  all,  but  even  in 
S  -  -    A3  &i 
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the  firft  yeare  of  Enghnfo  Frcedomc,  (  according  to  their  owne 
ftile)  after  they  have  drained  the  Kingdome  of  its  treafure,  by 
their  ftrange  and  unheard-of  waies  for  the  raifing  of  monies,  and 
notwithftanding  the  many  and  great  Compolitions  which  they 
have  and  daily  doe  receive,  thefaleof  the  Jewels  and  other  or- 
naments of  State,  the«King,  Queen,  Dukes,Bifhops,  Deanes  and 
Chapters  Lands,  befides  His  Majefties  Cuftomes,  yet  to  continue 
the  Excife,  and  beyond  all  that,  to  impofe  and  continue  an  illc- 
gall  Tax ;  and  fo  great  as  was  never  yet  impofed  in  the  time  of 
molt  urgent  neceflity  fince  the  Norman  Conqueft ;  and  beyond 
all  this,  have  brought  inamoft  arbytrary  and  tyrannicall  Go- 
vernment, in  taking  away  the  Lives  of  their  Soveraign  and  His 
Peercs  by  new  and  illegall  Courts ;  and  have  drawne  the  Free- 
borne  People  of  Englandinto  a  moft  miferable  bondage  and  fla- 
very,far  worfe  than  the  Turks, or  any  Nation  under  the  Sun. 

And  as  in  State  they  have  overthrown  all  good  &  wholfome 
Government,fo  likewife  in  Church  they  have  fhut  out  all  decent 
and  uniforme  order,  and  let  in  a  generall  and  loathfome  confu- 
fion  ;  having  imprifoned  &  fequeftred  all  the  Reverend,  learned, 
and  orthodox  Divines,  and  fuffer  in  their  places,  none  but  a  pee- 
vi(h.ignorant,and  fa&ious  Clergy,  who  flatter  them  in  their  ini- 
quities, and  delude  the  people  in  abufing  the  fence  of  holy  Writ, 
and  preaching  nothing  but  Rebellion  and  fedition;  fo  that  in 
{lead  of  the  ancient  Rites  of  the  Church,  the  Divine  Service, 
wholfome  Doctrines  and  holy  Sacraments,  which  they  have 
quite  caft  out  as  Popish,  Superftitious,  and  Antichriftian,  they 
have  introduced  nothing  but  faftions/editions/chifmes,  herefies, 
and  unparalelfd  blafphemies  both  againft  the  Lord  &  his  Anoin- 
ted, and  have  granted  a  generall  toleration  of  all  Religions,  and 
(as  we  he-ire)  have  not  only  permitted,  but  ordered  the  Turkifli 
Alchoran  to  be  printed  in  Englifli :  and  notwithftanding  the  ma- 
ny fcandals  that  they  have  often  caft  upon  His  late  Majefties  re- 
putation for  upholding  the  Irifli  Rebellion,they  have  entred  into 
a  League  &  Confederacy  with  Qrven  Roe  Oneale,  that  barbarous 
and  bloody  Rebell,  to  deftroy  all  the  honeft  and  loyall  Prote- 
ftants  j  fo  that  the  world  may  plainly  fee  that  they  have  cheated 
them  with  their  hypocriticall  pretences  to  Religion,  Faftings  & 
Thankfgivings,  not  regarding  Oathes,  Covenants,  Proteftations 
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nor  Declaration*,  nor  caring  what  damnable  defignes  they  parte 
to  the  fupport  of  their  rebellious  intercft :  fo  that  by  Sacriledgr, 
Rebellion,  Murder,Pcrjury,Thefr,  Oppreffion, Tyranny  &  Regi- 
cide, they  have  couzened  the  people  of  their  antient  Lawcs  and 
Liberties,  and  fubje&ed  them  to  the  miferable  flavery  of  their 
tyrannicall  wills. 

And  nowwe  doe  declare,  that  in  the  beginning  of  unhappy 
differences  being  fully  fatisfied  of  the  juftnefle  of  His  late  Maje- 
fties caufe,  in  our  judgements  and  confeience,  according  to  our 
duty  and  allegiance  we  tooke  up  Armes  on  His  Majefties  Party, 
where  we  continued  faitbfu,!  fading  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power 
whatever  might ?make for  His  Majefties  advantage,  and  have 
fince  manifefted  our  unftained  Loyalty  in  our  patient  furTering^, 
not  having  negleclcd  any  thing  even  in  our  moft  clouded  condi- 
tion,which  might  renew  His  Majefties  intereft  in  the  Field  :  and 
we  doe  proteft  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  that  we  fliall 
alwaies  ufe  the  fame  fidelity  and  induftry  in  the  truft  repofed  in 
us  by  our  prefent  dread  Soveraigne,  holding  our  felves  bound  in 
the  fame  bonds  of  fealty  to  His  Majefty  that  we  were  to  the  late 
King  His  Father,  of  ever  blefled  yet  bleeding  memory  ;  nor  fliall 
we  lay  down  Armes,  but  by  Gods  affiftance  faithfully  and  refo- 
lutely  purfue  His  Majefties  Enemies,  till  we  have  reduced  all  that 
are  in  Rebellion  to  their  due  obedience,  brought  the  Murderers 
of  His  late  Majefty  to  fpeedy  &  impartiall  juftice,  and  abfolutely 
deftroyed  their  intereft  both  by  Land  and  Sea :  nor  c  in  we  ima- 
gine but  that  all  honeft  men  who  have  any  fence  of  His  Majefties 
Sufferings,  their  owne  loyalty,  and  their  Countries  mifery,  will 
chearfully  give  their  affiftance  both  in  purfe  and  perfon,  in  carry- 
ing on  this  pious  Be  honorable  Ingagement,  wherein  is  fo  deeply 
concerned  maintenance  of  the  true  Proteftant  Religion,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  His  Majefties  Royall  Perfon  from  murder,  together 
with  His  juft  Rights  and  Prerogatives,  the  Priviledges  of  Parlia- 
ments, the  Law  of  the  Land,  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject,  and  the 
fuppreffion  of  Rebellion  ;  not  queftioning  but  that  God  will  at' 
fcngthowne  his  owne  caufe,  and  remove  all  thofe  clouds  which 
have  hitherto  darkned  the  fplendor  thereof,that  fo  its  true  luftcr 
may  plainly  &  fully  appear  to  the  eye  of  every  mans  judgement, 
to  his  own  glory,His  Majefties  honor,&  the  good  of  the  people*. 
$rom  EouglM  in  the  Ifle  of\M0. 
4uguft  the  1649* 
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